University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

6-1-2001

Operation Condor Investigations Spans
Hemisphere
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "Operation Condor Investigations Spans Hemisphere." (2001). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/12912

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 53448
ISSN: 1089-1560

Operation Condor Investigations Spans Hemisphere
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: South America
Published: 2001-06-01
Increasingly, former military leaders and politicians in several countries find themselves under
investigation and sometimes jailed for human rights abuses carried out under Operation Condor,
the coordinated repression of leftists during the Southern Cone military dictatorships of the 1970s.
The net has not stopped with Latin Americans. Judges in both Argentina and France want Henry
Kissinger, US secretary of state under former Presidents Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford, to testify
regarding US complicity in Operation Condor activities.
Created and based in Chile, Operation Condor, called by Uruguayan writer Eduardo Galeano
the "MERCOSUR of terror," also included the militaries of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Paraguay,
and Uruguay. Human rights groups say that in the 1970s and 1980s, 30,000 people disappeared
in Argentina and 1,200 in Chile, while 156 Bolivians, 160 Paraguayans, and 140 Uruguayans were
disappeared in their own or neighboring countries (see NotiSur, 1993-02-16, 2000-07-07).

Uruguay reopens case of Chilean chemist
In January, Uruguayan Senate vice president Fernando Gargano tied the death of Chilean Eugenio
Berrios to Operation Condor. Berrios, who was involved in developing the lethal gas Sarin, fled
Chile in 1991.
In November 1992, Berrios showed up at a police station in the Uruguayan resort of Parque del
Plata and said he had escaped from a house where he was being held against his will by a group of
Uruguayan and Chilean security agents. The police did not file a report, and they returned him to
his captors who said Berrios suffered from mental delusions (see NotiSur, 1993-09-03). Berrios' body
was found on an Uruguayan beach in 1995; he had been shot in the back of the head.
"We all know this was an assassination carried out to silence him because he had become a danger,"
said Gargano in a radio interview on Jan. 28. Berrios worked as a chemist for the Chilean secret
police (Direccion de Inteligencia Nacional, DINA). At the time he left Chile, he was wanted for
questioning by Judge Adolfo Banados regarding the 1976 assassination in Washington, DC, of
former Chilean foreign minister Orlando Letelier and his US assistant Ronni Moffitt (see NotiSur,
1995-06-02). He had also been implicated in the deaths of Spaniard Carmelo Soria and former
Chilean President Eduardo Frei Montalva (1964-1970). Frei Montalva died of septic shock after
undergoing a routine operation in 1982.
His daughter, Sen. Carmen Frei, is convinced that her father's death was the result of foul play and
that Berrios might be involved. On May 9, a Chilean police report implicated four army officers and
two noncommissioned officers in Berrios' disappearance and death. Named in the report are Carlos
Angel Espinoza Lopez, Pedro Jara Morales, Jose Guillermo Montenegro Valenzuela, Felipe Enrique
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Cabrera Palacios, Martin Michael Borck Keim, and Santiago Caradeux Franulic. The investigation
was ordered by Judge Olga Perez last December.
On May 16, Uruguayan Judge Alvaro Gonzalez said he had accepted the request by prosecutor
Nancy Hagopian to reopen the Berrios case. Hagopian made the request based on the Chilean
police report. The case was closed in 1998 after the Uruguayan judiciary found insufficient evidence
to charge several Uruguayans suspected of collaborating in Berrios' death.

Case of UN official closed because of amnesty
On April 11, the family of Spaniard Carmelo Soria asked the Chilean government to comply with
the resolution by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) that the case be
reopened. Soria worked for the UN Economic Commission on Latin America and the Caribbean
(ECLAC) in Santiago at the time of his death. He had lived in Chile since the end of the Spanish
Civil War in 1939. Soria was apprehended by DINA agents on July 14, 1976. His body, which showed
signs of torture, was found two days later inside his car at the bottom of a canal in Santiago. At the
time, the police said his death was the result of a drunk-driving accident. Soria's case was closed
in August 1996 by the Chilean Corte Suprema based on the 1978 amnesty law. The family then
appealed to the IACHR.
In December 1999, the commission called on the Chilean government to take whatever steps
were necessary to bring to justice those responsible for Soria's death. Following the IACHR
decision, the Soria family filed a motion with the Corte Suprema to reopen the case. They also tried
unsuccessfully to meet with President Ricardo Lagos and Foreign Relation Minister Soledad Alvear.
On May 10, the family again asked the Chilean judiciary to reopen the case. Alfonso Insunza, lawyer
for the family, told the press that the family wanted the body exhumed to find out if it really was
Soria, and they want a new autopsy performed to determine the exact cause of death. But on May 24,
the Corte Suprema ruled against reopening the case, again citing the amnesty laws. Insunza said the
family intended to appeal the decision.
Meanwhile, Spanish Judge Baltasar Garzon issued an international arrest warrant for retired
Chilean Gen. Hernan Julio Brady Roche, defense minister in the mid-1970s. Garzon said he had
evidence implicating Brady in the abduction and killing of Soria. Brady denied any involvement in
Soria's death, and he dismissed the arrest warrant, saying Garzon was looking for "stardom." Brady
was in Chile at the time Garzon issued his warrant, which legal sources say makes it unlikely the
order will be carried out.
Human rights groups hold Brady responsible for the transfer of detainees to execution sites on Sept.
11, 1973, the day of the military coup that overthrew Chilean President Salvador Allende (1970-1973)
and brought Pinochet to power.

Kissinger refuses to testify in Operation Condor case
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On May 26, Argentine federal Judge Rodolfo Canicoba Corral said he wants to question Henry
Kissinger for his alleged complicity in the activities of Operation Condor, although he admitted it
was highly unlikely that Kissinger could be made to testify. "If we cannot obtain a statement from a
director of IBM, getting one from the former secretary of state seems a pipe dream," said the judge,
referring to the case involving alleged bribes by IBM officials to officers of the Banco Nacion de
Argentina (see NotiSur, 1996-02-16, 1998-06-05).
In his memoirs, published in 1999, Kissinger denied any involvement or complicity in Operation
Condor, and he referred to declassified Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and State Department
documents that indicate that the US supported the coup in Chile as "fantasies." A CIA document
dated August 1978 and released in November 2000 revealed that the US knew about Operation
Condor and plans to carry out actions in Europe against Latin American leftists (see NotiSur,
2000-12-01).
Meanwhile, Judge Roger Le Loire, who is handling cases relating to Operation Condor in France,
summoned Kissinger, in France on a personal visit, to testify on the alleged US role in the murder
of opposition figures in Chile during the Pinochet dictatorship. Judge Le Loire is investigating
allegations that five French citizens who disappeared in Chile were kidnapped and tortured.
He is also investigating the disappearance of several French nationals in Argentina during the
military regimes in that country. The summons was delivered to Kissinger at the request of William
Bourdon, lawyer for the families of those who disappeared. Bourdon said Kissinger's testimony was
essential to the case because of numerous exchanges between the Chilean DINA and the CIA after
the 1973 coup. Kissinger left France for Italy without seeing Le Loire.
The US Embassy sent Le Loire a letter saying that Kissinger had other obligations and that the
information requested by the judge was confidential, a French court source said. The embassy
suggested the judge file an official request for information with the administration of President
George W. Bush. The source said a request had been sent to Washington in 1999 during the
administration of President Bill Clinton, but no answer had been received. Since the Chilean
judiciary began investigating the disappearances and assassinations that occurred during the
military regime, international human rights organizations have charged that Kissinger and other US
officials share responsibility for the human rights violations committed by Pinochet's security forces.

Bolivian president tied to Operation Condor
Proof that the wife and daughter of an Uruguayan guerrilla killed in Bolivia in 1976 were handed
over to the Argentine military adds to previous indications that Bolivian President Hugo Banzer
participated in Operation Condor. After the death of Enrique Joaquin Lucas in Cochabamba, his
wife, Graciela Rutila Artes, and the couple's daughter Carla were turned over to Argentina's security
forces by officials of the Banzer dictatorship (1971-1978).
Bolivian human rights groups reported in late May that a body buried in an unidentified grave in
the La Paz general cemetery belonged to Lucas, an Uruguayan national who was killed after his
capture by Bolivia's security forces. Rutila Artes, an Argentine citizen, and her daughter were taken
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to a clandestine torture center in Argentina, after which both disappeared, said Bolivia's Asociacion
de Familiares de Detenidos y Desaparecidos (ASOFAMD).
The Argentine human rights group Abuelas de Plaza de Mayo found Carla, who had been raised by
a couple with links to the Argentine military, and in August 1985 she was reunited with her maternal
grandmother Matilde Artes (see NotiSur, 2000-12- 15).
Alberto Hein, with the Asociacion de Familiares de Uruguayos Detenidos-Desaparecidos, said the
discovery of Lucas' remains and testimony about the fate of his wife and daughter confirmed that
Banzer had ties to Operation Condor an allegation he has consistently denied. Journalist Kintto
Lucas, brother of the slain guerrilla, said in a letter published May 29 in the Uruguayan daily
La Republica that then Bolivian interior minister Gen. Pereda Azbun later met with Uruguayan
authorities in Montevideo to report that Operation Condor had carried out its task.
The Comision para la Paz, set up last year by Uruguayan President Jorge Batlle to investigate the
fate of some 140 individuals who disappeared in Uruguay during the dictatorship (1973-1985)
or in neighboring countries, had earlier asked the Uruguayan Embassy in Bolivia to help collect
information on what happened to Lucas.

-- End --
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